Lectio Divina for the Twenty-Third Week
in Ordinary Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption,
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters,

that those who believe in Christ

may receive true freedom

and an everlasting inheritance.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won
over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or
two others along with you, so that ‘every fact may
be established on the testimony of two or three
witnesses.” If he refuses to listen to them, tell the
church. If he refuses to listen even to the church,
then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax
collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
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loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again,
amen, | say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be
granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there
am [ in the midst of them.”

Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.
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Contemplation (Contemplatio)

Read the Scripture again, followed by this reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his
fault between you and him alone. How do I react
when people hurt me? How do I respond when
people ask my forgiveness?

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. What sins bind me? What
spiritual practices can help me to fight the occasions
that lead to these sins?

For where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them. How
attentive am I to seeing God in those that I meet?
How can I reach out to those who are lonely?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;
let us acclaim the rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us joyfully sing psalms to him.

Come, let us bow down in worship;
let us kneel before the LORD who made us.

For he is our God,
and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he
guides.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice:
“Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as in the day of Massah in the desert,
Where your fathers tempted me;
they tested me though they had seen my works.”

(From Psalm 95)

Living the Word This Week

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Research how your parish welcomes newcomers or
reaches out to the community and discern ways that
you can get involved.
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