Lectio Divina for the Twenty-Ninth Week
in Ordinary Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty ever-living God,

grant that we may always conform our will to yours

and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Matthew 22:15-21

The Pharisees went off and plotted how they might
entrap Jesus in speech. They sent their disciples to
him, with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we
know that you are a truthful man and that you teach
the way of God in accordance with the truth. And
you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, for
you do not regard a person's status. Tell us, then,
what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay the census
tax to Caesar or not?" Knowing their malice, Jesus
said, "Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?
Show me the coin that pays the census tax." Then
they handed him the Roman coin. He said to them,
"Whose image is this and whose inscription?" They
replied, "Caesar's." At that he said to them, "Then
repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God
what belongs to God."
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Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.
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Contemplation (Contemplatio)

Read the Scripture again, followed by this reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

You are not concerned with anyone's opinion.
Whose opinions matter to me? When have I let the
opinions of others prevent me from doing what is
right?

You do not regard a person's status. When have |
excluded someone or looked down on them because
of their status (e.g, income, race, country of origin)?
What steps can I take to combat prejudice and
discrimination?

Why are you testing me? When have I tried to test
God? When has my faith been tested?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer

Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

For great is the LORD and highly to be praised,
awesome is he, beyond all gods.

For all the gods of the nations are things of nought,
but the LORD made the heavens.

Give to the LORD, you families of nations,
give to the LORD glory and praise;

give to the LORD the glory due his name!
Bring gifts, and enter his courts.

Worship the LORD, in holy attire;
tremble before him, all the earth;
say among the nations: The LORD is king,
he governs the peoples with equity.

(From Psalm 96)

Living the Word This Week

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity?

Discern how you might participate in diocesan or
community efforts to combat discrimination and to
lift up those who are on the peripheries.

Excerpts from the New American Bible, revised edition ©
2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
Washington, D.C. and are used by permission of the copyright
owner. Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the
Dioceses of the United States of America, second typical
edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be
reproduced by any means without permission in writing from
the copyright owner.

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal ©
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.



